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1. Introduction

The standard practice of teaching clinical ep1demiology| (*includes acquainting
students with the concepts of assessing diagnostic test characteristics. It is often based
on a single 232 table (Table 1) from which all diagnostic test characteristics are
caloulated, 1e., the sensitivity, specificity, p ositive predictive value (PPV) and
negative predictive value (NEV), Such a presentation in one table iz potentially
confusing In fact, test performances in two populations are of interest, and in two
stages: First, the evaluation in a selected study population in which the study groups
are defined by the disease status (persons with the disease and persons without disease
are compared), i e., a case control study. Based on pre-determined numbers of
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